INTRODUCTION
Alveolar adenoma is an extremely rare pulmonary neoplasm with a female predominance, and it was considered to be a histologic variant of sclerosing hemangioma in the past (1, 2) .
Thirty such cases have been reported in the English medical literature (1-6). Radiographically, alveolar adenoma usually presents as a well-circumscribed, peripheral, solitary nodule similar to that of sclerosing hemangioma. Computed tomography (CT) shows homogeneous low density without enhancement (3, 4) .
We report the first case of alveolar adenoma with spotty enhancement of the nodule similar to that of sclerosing hemangioma on contrast enhanced CT, based on the presence of stromal vessels in the interstitium of the compact alveolar area on histopathologic comparison.
CASE REPORT
A 57-year-old, non-smoking woman showed a pulmonary nodule on a chest radiograph during a regular medical examination. Regarding her past medical history, the woman had undergone right thyroidectomy for a benign thyroid nodule.
A chest CT showed two nodules. The largest nodule was located in the left lingular segment of the upper lobe, and it measured 1.5 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) . The other nodule was located in the anterior segment of the right upper lobe, and it measured 7 mm in diameter. Both the nodules had well-defined, smooth margins. On unenhanced CT, the nodule in the left upper lobe was homogeneous and had low attenuation (15 Hounsfield units, HU) compared with that of the chest wall muscle (25 HU) (Fig. 1A) . Enhanced chest CT images, which were obtained at 55 seconds after administration of 100 mL of Alveolar adenoma is a rare pulmonary neoplasm with a female predominance, and it was considered to be a histologic variant of sclerosing hemangioma in the past. A chest X-ray usually shows a well-defined, peripheral, solitary nodule similar to that of sclerosing hemangioma. Chest CT shows a solitary, well-defined, peripheral nodule with homogeneous density and no contrast enhancement, which is contrary to marked contrast enhancement of sclerosing hemangioma. We report the first case of alveolar adenoma with spotty enhancement of the nodule similar to that of sclerosing hemangioma on contrast enhanced CT, based on the presence of stromal vessels in the interstitium of the compact alveolar area on histopathologic comparison. On gross pathological examination, the tumor was well demarcated and it shelled out easily from the surrounding lung parenchyma. Photomicrograph (H&E stain; magnification: × 1)
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showed a round nodule consisting of cystic and solid areas (Fig.   1D ). The compact alveolar area (solid area) had a higher density of stromal vessels than the cystic area (Fig. 1E, F) . The final pathological diagnosis was alveolar adenoma.
iodinated contrast agent at a rate of 2 mL/min, showed a nodule with spotty enhancement (70 HU) (Fig. 1B, C) . Lung nodule in the anterior segment of right upper lobe, which had a similar appearance to that of left lung nodule, was not measured by CT due to its small size. We diagnosed these nodules as multiple sclerosing hemangiomas since they were multiple nodules with smooth margins and spotty enhancement.
A percutaneous CT-guided fine needle aspiration biopsy was performed on the nodule in left upper lobe. The biopsy yielded a few atypical cells. Therefore, to rule out lung cancer, wedge re- 
